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The Senior Animal

By Dawn Brauner

The other day | ran into some friends who | hade#n for
awhile. They're dog people; in fact, our labs siorally
play tag together, so they noticed how gray Rasgece
had gotten this past summer. They questioned haded
was and were surprised when | said he’'d be turgingext
month. Six is about middle-aged for a lab, soatigening
face gave him the appearance of a senior dog,@ssef to a
40 something (in human years) canine. It makesade
when | see all the gray on his face — and yet Wkttt he
has many more good years in him. He's got a gided |
where he’s at — he won’t want for anything and IH&l with
my family and me through his last breath. This,
unfortunately, is not always the case.

Many companion animals, dogs and cats alike, witlsee
the happy retirement that Ranger will see. Mamiar dogs
and cats will find their way to CCHS’ doorstep. riR# this
problem stems from the fact that we live in a thiamay
society. Everything we buy has been designeddse @nd
convenience. When we are done with something, gves
not broken, we tend to throw it away. In many sagits
cheaper, not to mention easier, for us to buy a smwething
as opposed to getting the old something fixed.

Unfortunately, this mentality seems to have cardeer from
non-living entities to walking, breathing, barkiagd
meowing things. Our companion animals have become
disposable. That is very sad, but for those offoiking in
the animal rescue fields, that is a reality.

“The cat had kittens — we didn’'t want the cat toehkittens
(sure, we could have spayed her, but then we wuané had
to make a vet appointment...) and now we don’t knbat w
to do with the kittens — but they’re cats, they feamd for
themselves. And so we put them out.”

“The puppy was so cute my daughter just had to tmawve
But he ate my favorite shoes, chewed on my tapleated
messed all over the carpet. He was a lot of wonkore that
we expected. And so we put him out.”

“The dog is slowing down — she can’t keep up with m
lifestyle anymore. She’d rather sleep at the @ifdahe bed
than join us for our morning jog. And besides, st as
cute as she was years ago when she was a puppy.tHeise
vet bills will probably start adding up — who kngws she
ages she may become sick and we can’t have thmat.sé\we
put her out.”

Rescue workers have heard many reasons for “pudtitig
companion animals. Some of them are legitimateraespeople
know that they can no longer provide the care ttigit animal
needs and/or deserves so they look to rehominigealsest option
for their pet. But when CCHS has to rehome @seamimal, new
challenges become evident.

In many cases, it is more difficult to find a neante for a senior
animal than it is for say, a puppy or a kitten.eTbuteness factor”
comes into play, as does the number of yearshiaanimal will
have to live with a new family.

In many cases, it is more difficult to find a neante for a senior
animal than it is for say, a young adult dog ot CHte activity level
comes into play. If you have an active lifestylbances are pretty
good you're going to want an animal to keep up with — if you
plan on spending any time with that animal that is.

In many cases, it is simply more difficult to fiacthew home for a
senior animal because of the emotions involvede faimily who
takes this animal in does so knowing that theyopening their
hearts to an animal who may not have many moresyeahem.
It's tough to lose an animal.

In many cases, the senior animals need us the riiéstneed to
look past the cuteness factor and find the matimithe eyes and
the soul of the animal. We need to be able to slown a little
everyday and take in some quiet with that senianah That little
bit of calm might help sustain us through our teedtys. We need
to simply open our hearts and love them, becawéstall they
really want — that’s all we all really want, isitt- no matter what
our age.

This issue offhe Watchdogs devoted to our senior animals —
those who have already found new homes and thosenithend
up at CCHS prior to finding their retirement honieet’s not throw
away our senior companion animals — let’s lookatlife they've
had so far, and give them some fabulous retireiyesuts.

CCHS Fall Open House

October 28 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

Refreshments
Meet the staff and board members
Find that new 4 legged member of your family




Shelter Staff SHELTER HOURS AND DIRECTIONS CCHS Board of Directors

Susan Bratcher-Shelter Director (CCHS: Two miles west of Portage on Hwy. 16) President: Dawn Brauner
| Address: N7768 Industrial Road Portage, WI 5390¥ice President: John Tippery
Phone: 608-742-3666 Fax: 608-745-1256 Treasurer/ Secretary: Patty Stuayd

Email: savink9s@aol.com Director: Michele Baillies
Website:www.cchswi.org Director: Pat Klitzke

Director: Mary Ellen Miller

Paula Raupp- Animal Caregiver LTE HOURS: Monday through Friday, 12:00 pm - 5 pmDirector: Kris Steffens

Saturday 11:00 am - 3:00 pm Director: Michelle Aldridge

Closed Sundays and Holidays

Simone Ederer-Assistant Shelter Directo

Jenna Warren-Animal Caregiver

Linda Brener - Animal Caregiver

Kristi Stone- Animal Caregiver LTE

Ernie Wolf-Office Manager

Columbia County Humane Society

2007 Annual Membership Application

January 1st, 2007 - December 31st, 2007
Pick your membership level:

$5 Pet

$10 Sr. Citizen

$15 Individual

$25 Family

$50 Patron

$100 Benefactor

Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone:

email:
_____Add my email address to your mailing list
______Send me a volunteer application

Make checks payable to: CCHS

Mail application and membership fee to:

CCHS Membership Application
N7768 Industrial Road
Portage, WI 53901-9451

Mary Ellen Miller MS. LPC.
2803 Marshall Ct., Madison, W1 53705
(608) 233-3037

We offer a warm and personal atmosphere
in our inviting, independent clinic.

www.mpccounseling.com

CUFF'S CANINE CARE

Heated * A/C * Power Vented

Year Round Board & Train

Train Don't Complain
W 9688 Hogan Rd. ..

(608) 742-35750®

Bob And Kathy Cuff ~ Owners

e

CWSTAG

CENTRAL WISCONSIN SAVE THE ANIMALS GROUP

Our Goal:
... The happiness and health of all animals, and the continuing
education of those who touch their lives

We specialize in horses, but are available to assist
with all animal health and welfare issues, including
but not limited to education, adoption and placement.
608-742-4785
608-742-3758
www.cwstag.org

www.cwstag.org

Poynette Veterinary Service

Dr. Ron Fabrizius, D.V.M.
201 Hwy 51 Poynette

(608) 635-7675

Small animal services for cats and dogs
Including vaccinations, spays, and neuters

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri 8 a.m. — 5 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. — noon
New state of the art hospital! Cat only exam room.
Separate hospital wards for dogs and cats. Modegesy suite.

CCHS is always in need of supplies. Can you hefpWs are always in need of the following itemsyadat litter (non-clumping),
dry cat, kitten, dog and puppy chow, medium angdarrates (metal or plastic) for cat cages, blankatge heavyweight trash bags,
rawhides and dog chews, durable dog toys, canrtezhdakitten food, paper towels, liquid and powdleiach, laundry detergent, dryer

sheets, anti-bacterial soap, and general cleanipgliss.




Old or Gold?
By Kris Steffens

It seems surprising that so many older animals thiedr
way to the shelter. The reasons for their armahber
almost as many as the animals. Many are surretdere
reasons like an owner passing away or moving,
displacement by a new, younger pet, changes ifathidy
such as divorce or remarriage, children going ttege,
illness, allergies and on and on. And the homesht is
some people just plain don’t want them anymore.

For some people, there would never be a good enough
reason to give up a loved family member who hasibee
their loyal companion through so many years. Fbeio
people, the decision to give up a pet in hopesithetl be
better cared for in the manner in which it desetugsthey
are unable to provide is the hardest decision wigever
make. For still others, it's no big deal — there plenty of
animals in the world to replace this one.

Then there are our poor lost souls, who come tGltiedter
as older strays. Again, the reasons vary. Soméeé#rto
fend for themselves or for others to find and te&ee of
and some have just simply lost their way.

Whatever the reason, the lucky ones find their teay
CCHS, where they can get the care they need amdgs
and wait for their Second Chance. Sometimes tledy w
for what seems like forever. They watch the peayatk
by day after day, hoping that someone will see thémd
they wait. They watch the puppies come and god An
they wait. They watch the crazy teenagers comegand
And they wait.

They patiently wait for the person who comes in aags
“This dog is perfect — | want to take him home.hig'is
the person who knows that puppyhood is fleeting, an
comes with so much work. While the new puppy iseat
new home being housebroken and obedience trainisd, t
person is reading his book until the older dog $ymyalks
to the door. While the teenage dog is getting ealtwo
to three times a day, and still wants to play hiblg
person knows that the older dog is happy with ger-af
dinner stroll, a few fetches, and some belly rubgaont of
the television.

Their hearts may not beat as strongly, but thélybstat as
true. Their eyes might not shine as brightly, thety're
still full of love. For me, in terms of the lovadoration,
love, wisdom, love, loyalty, love, appreciationyde and
companionship, our seniors aren’t old, they're gold

| was surrendered to CCHS after | was

WHISKEY no longer wanted at the age of 9 years
| am heartworm positive and need to
be treated. | also have lymes disease
which | will start my antibiotics for right
away. Need a companion for your dog,
kids or yourself, | would fit the bill in
any situation | am easy going....maybe
too easy going...I am just so greatful to
now be cared for that | forget | am a
dog. Please consider giving an old
man a chance...... PLEASE?!IINN

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

The Volunteer Coordinator®ary Ellen Miller andPat Klitzke will
be contacting volunteer applicants with a completed application.
If you have applied prior to Jan 1, 2007 and still are interested in
becoming a volunteer at CCHS, please submit a new application

The new Volunteer Program has been implemented beginning Ju
2007. The goal is to assist volunteers with an orientation to the
shelter, training to specific volunteer duties, and yearly feedback
assist the volunteers and the shelter to maximize the excellent ce
given to the animalsRemember: We believe in no animal left
behind, the animal has not yet found its loving family to adopt.

LARGE ANIMAL, EQUINE & SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES
Saturday & Evening Appointments-Acupuncture & Mussleletal-Boarding

Veterinarians

Shawn Bogdanske, D.V.M. K.C. Brooks, D.V.M.
Mike Etter, D.V.M. David Kolb, D.V.M.
Michelle Krusing, D.V.M. Laura Lemmons, D.V.M.
Amy Mueller, D.V.M. Scott Pertzborn, D.V.M.
Bob Steiner, D.V.M. Jennifer Thompson, D.V.M.
John Weber, D.V.M. Jayne Yelk, D.V.M.

Small Animal Services Large Animal Seesc Madison Line

608-592-3232 608-5955 608-255-4727

705 North Main Street, Lodi
Check out our website atww.lodivet.com

www.lodivet.com

Thanks Barb!
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For Old Gus

Kris Steffens

She brought me home when | was small
| gazed at you with love

You scolded me for each mistake

And | wondered:

Did you love me just a little?

| brought you the paper each morning
| retrieved the ducks and geese

You yelled at me about the dirt

And | wondered:

Did you love me just a little?

We welcomed home your newborn son

I'd protect him with my life

You pushed me away when | got too close
And | wondered:

Did you love me just a little?

He went to school as we shed our tears
Together we watched the bus

You left me outside to await his return
And | wondered:

Did you love me just a little?

Her clothes were gone and you cried on the bed
| sat with my head on your lap

You pushed me away and left me to miss her
And | wondered:

Did you love me just a little?

My legs started limping, my breath became short
The years were taking their toll

You took off my collar and | watched you drive off
And | wondered:

Did you love me just a little?

It's the end now with strangers who found me
I'm sick and I'm lonely for you

Their warm arms around me as | drift away
And | wonder:

Did you love me just a little?

B-I-N-G-0

Looking for something to do Wednesday evening?
Why not head to Pardeeville at stop in at Old Chicago.

BINGO is played every Wednesday night starting at
5:00 pm and goes until 7:30.

All proceeds go to the
Columbia County Humane Society!

Thanks go out to Bob Wentworth for making this
fundraiser a huge success!

Herschel is a very handsome tabby cat who was bitdaghe shelter
as a Second Chance cat on May 30, 2007. Thisrpidtes not do
him justice—he really is a handsome cat! Herschalvery gentle
and quiet soul who would be a wonderful additiosame lucky
person’s home. He is a quiet cat that chirps atwhben you look at
him, but otherwise is very undemanding—so peopld terwalk past
his cage. If you just walk past him, it might ey to miss all of the
qualities that make him so special. Nothing ratthés cat—he is as
sweet and mellow as they come. Herschel is loofang place
where he can spend the rest of his life curledaxt to someone who
really, truly loves him. All he asks is for somedneagive him the
chance to show what a great guy he can be! Ifhaue room in your
heart for the devotion of a cat who deserves allbbst that life can
offer, please come to meet him.

My name is Buck. | am a 7 year old Beagle. | anyssveet and
absolutely love people. | am crate trained.

| have been in the shelter system for a long tiPbease consider me.
have a really nice foster mom, who loves me, retlly would like a
home of my own! Oh, isn't it sad when you are tHerg/our owner
all of the years and greet them everyday withlaxtag when they
come home all to be tossed aside in your seniosyehen you need
them the most. My name is Gumby and that is exadtigt happened
to me. | am a senior dog who is visually impaired in great health
otherwise. | need YOU! | do like other dogs butahée get used to
their smell first. | am not good with cats as hthi should chase
them. I love to go for long walks! | am also veppaeciative of the
time you spend with me and just love to hang ot wou. | do
occasionally give you a little kiss to say "tharduy. So if you have
love to share with an older degd love to go for walks,

Thanks! Love, Gumby




THANK YOU!

Joia(age 6) and Bella(age 3) Simonson from Partieekvad a
bake sale for the shelter to raise money for uséyTdonated
their proceeds from the sale to the humane society

Success!

Dear CCHS,

In late January, we had to put our 22 year oldzratie to
sleep. We had adopted her three years prior, @y day was
a special gift. When Gracie passed away, we knexthan
petite little "grandma kitty" was out there thatded a nice,
cozy retirement home. Gracie was just one petfaraly of
seniors and special need pets; we seek out theliledy to be
adopted pets and/or those with the longest stagauise we
figure they need us the most. After lookingRetfinder.com
for a few weeks, | came across "Tierney's" pictardhe CCHS
listings. Tierney was a beautiful calico straynfr@ardeville.
Sure, she was just regrowing her coat after losingh of it
after coming in with flea dermititis and she neettedain
some weight, but we don't care about things lile.tiThere is
nothing more rewarding than adopting a senior aitgubt that
has known the "good life" and letting them havagain.
Tierney came home in February, and needed somemyitas
she did need a dental cleaning, had an ear infeditd a
urinary tract infection. But seeing her starteelfbetter and
having her true personality come out was a great.trLike
many of our pets before her, Tierney--now renamizdiRhas
proven that myths like "old pets can't adjust tevis&tuations”
and "old pets don't do anything but sleep” are thest-myths.
River is estimated to between 10 and 12 yearshoidshe is
about as active as a 1 year old, running througtntiuse,
stalking sisal mice, and enjoying catnip. Sheduskly made
new friends with our other pets, secured her faealeeping
spots, and greets us at the door when we come hBore.
anyone considering adopting a cat, don't look ¢iveradult
pets...they will reward you ten-fold for giving thea second
chance.

Amy and William Good

Fitchburg, WI




Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact Assist-2-Sell Buyers & Sellers Realty

745-0909 onnfo@aZ2sell.com

See how our “Full Time Professional” Realtors® camake this a pleasant experience!

Saving Area Sellers over 3 Million Dollars since 1999!*

“We Will Sell Your Home for Only$2995!!”

www.a2sell.com

*Savings based on 6% commissions. Commissibiseiny faw. All commissions are negotiable.



Thank You!

Please pardon us for anyone we may have missed.

New 2007 MEMBERS
Anne Lukaszewicz
Arlene Benixh

Carla Wiessing

Carol & Hank Twilt
Carol E Firary

Carol Luetkens

Cathy Mender

Charlie & Kathy Mantey
Charlotte Burns

Chub Mueller

Debbie Davini

Dennis & Sandra Drew
Dorothy Johnson

DuWayne Chouinard & Tracy Spellman

Frank & Mardell Petras
Inez Carter

Irene Whitmore
Isobelle Burke

Janet Ryce

Jill Bujanowski

Judi Mick

Kay Goff

Larry Gilbertson

Mark & Tamara Maier
Maryann Shipman
Melissa & Matthew Little
Michele Schlieckau & Brian Higgins
Nancy & Stuart Keith
Pearl Salmon

Robert Steinweg

Steve & Jan Payne
Steve Kronzer

Susan Dotski

Tami Mailloux

Ted & Nan Rebholz

CASH DONATIONS
Sherry Yaktus
Loretta Smith
Reconex Inc
Galley Studio
Stuart & Nancy Keith
Randolph Vet Clinic
Jerry Wilson
Rita Jacobson
Portage Junior High Student Council
Rusch Elementary Student Council
Cecil Sutfin
Stacey Bridell
Donna Eberhart
Abigail Kowal
John Henning & Nicki McGrew

Lists below are for May 22 — Sept 5th

CASH DONATIONS cont

Marlene Dreifke

Lyle & Lila Smith

William Johnson

Bob Wentworth - Olde Chicago
Gene Jones

Dedria Thayer

Homeless Homer

Marsh View Veterinary Clinic
Anonmous

Nicholas Panas

Springs Window Fashions - Employee REM
Barbara Byrnes

Northern Lights Construction
Midwest Cremation Service
Tamara Maier

High Pines Farm LLC

Ruth Achterberg

Kris Steffens

Jason Nyberg

Michele Cross

Katrie Theobald

Marge Inselman

Wendy Wendlandt

Susan Dotski

Tammy Meitner

Jordon Tollefson

Donna Eberhart

Kwik Trip

Randy Smith

Alliant Energy Foundation - Gerald Schneiter
Sandra Deurloo

Cary Mui

Robert Doyle

Jenna Warren

Gale & Kenneth Taylor

Sue Harrington

Pets of Portage

Byron Klingensmith

Marlene Merklein

Gina Sorenson

Barb Bett

Jill Porzel

Dorothy Pfaff

Elin McCormick

Scott & Melissa Lueptow
Connie Thrasher

Susanne Gulbertson
Monica, Bob & Bullseye Johnson
Jadie Yeager

Patricia Foust

Tim & Jennifer Narel

Jamie & Cary Mui

CASH DONATIONS cont
Jerald & Cynthia Kroetz
Patricia Klitzke
Kris Steffens
Donna Eberhart
Cindy Holland
Debbie Kuhl
LaVonne Wagner
Todd Taylor
Kathleen Dykstra
Pufahl Enterprises
Patty Stuard
Hannah Weber
Melody & Robert Doyle
John & Dorothy Vollmer
Michele Baillies
Nicole Krazer
Ashley Schell
Michele Schlieckau

NON-CASH DONATIONS
Michele Schlieckau
Nancy Van Epps
Barb Ulrich
Rich Dolajeck Family
Ron & Nancy Shain
Linda Kasper
lone Benak
Shirley Stoltenberg
Barb Ferguson
Paul Krubsack
Evelyn Janisch
Ulrich K9's
Peggy Lucek
Daniel Ferguson
Rahne Forbes
Severyn Dykstra
Becky Ewert
Mark & Lori Olson
Jordon Tollefson
Jessie Turney
M/M Rick Dolajeck
Walgreens - Windsor
Jeanette & Dedna Miller
Mark & Tamara Maier
Orin & Sally Jones
Jessna & Anna Hammer
Jay & Kay Erickson
Beck Heinz Ewert
Mary Cawley
Ed Zuelke
Janet Wiegel



NON-CASH DONATIONS cont.
Deb Smalley
Linda Jelley
Ed & Susan Dotski
Bonnie Atkinson
Heather Herwig
Shelley Lytle
Marlene Merklein
Peggy Bueres
Brooke Moungey
Cheryl Olson
Walgreens - Windsor
Walmart Charities
Pat Foust
Jay Premo
Glen & Amy Hansen
Fran Ericksen
Melissa Lueptow
Steve & Sally Lueptow
Kegan, Tanner & Isabelle
Hannah Weber
Wanda Weaver for Kmart
Erica Hellmer
Sharon Raddatz
Nikki Radke
Theresa Radke
Tamara Maier
Melissa Pohl
Melissa Lueptow

Jerry Tollison
Kelly Vedvik

Thank you to our animal
Sponsors since our last Issue!

Denise Vine

Patricia Klitzke

Melissa Lueptow - Royal & Harley
Carry Boehning - Wrigkee

Barb Ulrich - Rocky

Bruce Tholley

Ann McNulty

The Korish Clan - Vidar

NON-CASH DONATIONS cont.
Susan Atwood
Tammy Kaltenberg
Tammy Wegner
Tara Kessenich
Tasha Boehm
The Murphy Family
Thompson
Tim Jackson

NON-CASH DONATIONS cont.
Peggy Burress
Phil Wenzel
Rick & Ardis Dolajeck
Rick & Patty Allen
Sarah Graber
Saran Sherwood
Scott & Colleen Hillstrom
Shelley Drescher

Sherry Yaktus Tom Onofrey
Shirley Kocovsky Visitors Convention Bureau
Starritt Visitors Convet Beren

Steve & Sue Ebert
Steve Ebert

Sue & Vern Casser
Sue Hon

Walgreens - Windsor
Welsh Prairie Live Wires
Zak Seipel

MEMORIALS
Michael Babcock Family - Memory of Winston - Yellow Lab
Errol & Anne Kleist - Memory of James Maloney
Susan Wilcox - Memory of Margaret Ostrander
Brian & Cindy Roeber - Memory of Jack Dornauf
Molly & Nick Finkler, Kris & Dale Hensler, Jill & Mike Luebke - Honor of Rich & Dianne Lemke Wedding
Suzanne & Lavern Hawley - Memory of Ralph Gorsuch
Jane Fullerton - Memory of Amber
Linda & George Allen - Memory of Amber Wilcox
Dorothy Cervoni - Memory of Queen & Cooper

Animal Sponsorship!

Do you want to help one of our animals but feel gannot care for a pet at this time?
Perhaps we have the solution for you through oimalnsponsorship program. Your oneg
time $25.00 donation will allow you to be the ssf®nsor of the cat or dog of your
choice. Sponsorships remain until your sponsoré¢dspedopted. Your name and/or
dedication will be posted on the website with tleésgisting as well as on the cat or dog
kennel. You can either send your payment to thééeshar pay online.

CCHS Sponsorship Application
N7768 Industrial Road
Portage, WI 53901-9451

Be sure to include your name, and the name of wjmnmwould like to sponsor with your
payment.

(%)




